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CROSSROADS RURAL ENTREPRENeurIAL INSTITUTE 
TARGETS YOUTH AND BUSINESS
~ Events Celebrating National Entrepreneurship Week ~
Galax – The Crossroads Rural Entrepreneurial Institute and Blue Ridge Crossroads Economic Development Authority will host a variety of events aimed at strengthening entrepreneurship within the region and will take place during the National Entrepreneurship Week – February 23 through 27, 2009.

Within the week, planned events include a Youth Entrepreneurship Institute on February 23 featuring Cameron Johnson, successful entrepreneur and Oprah Big Give Contestant, and other entrepreneurs from around the region.  An Entrepreneur Express Workshop on February 24 that brings resource providers and practical information to one convenient place for local start-ups and existing businesses.  The final event is a Business-to-Business Expo on February 27 showcasing local businesses products and services.

Oliver McBride, Executive Director of the Crossroads Institute and the Southwest Regional Enterprise Center, stated, “We are pleased about the attention that this week brings to the entrepreneurial spirit that exists in our region of Virginia.  Our many educational and economic development partners work hard to provide activities that are informative and supportive of the many small businesses that exist in the area.  We encourage everyone to join in the celebration and support of region’s entrepreneurs.”
National Entrepreneurship Week is a celebration of American entrepreneurs and the lifelong learning educational opportunities that prepare the NEW business leaders of the future.  The goal is to increase public awareness of entrepreneurship with a focus on reaching out to teens, young adults, displaced workers, job seekers and others, informing them of the unlimited possibilities to create value for society through entrepreneurship including starting their own business, developing new products or implementing creative solutions to local problems.

Entrepreneurship is a driving force of the U.S. economy. During the past 15 years, businesses less than five years old have accounted for about 70 percent of the net job creation in the United States. However, while America presently maintains the edge as an entrepreneurial society, there are clear signs of massive economic competition from abroad. More Americans in the future will need to be generating more ideas and better innovations if the United States is to stay ahead of the large populations of educated citizens in emerging and globally savvy economies.
For more information, contact the Crossroads Entrepreneurial Institute at 276-236-0391 and visit www.vastartup.org to register to attend the Entrepreneur Express workshop.  
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